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of his trade must be set down in a book, except the
retail trade; and this is clear, if the goods are not
in bulk, then the money is in cash, and so the sub-
stance will be always found either there, or some-
where else; for if it is neither in the shop, nor in
the cash, nor in the books, it must be stolen or lost.

2. As everything done must be set down in the
books, so it should be done at the very time of it;
all goods sold must be entered into the books before
they are sent out of the house; goods sent away,
and not entered, are goods lost; and he that does
not keep an exact account of what goes out and
comes in, can never swear to his books, or prove his
debts, if occasion calls for it.

That tradesman who keeps no books, may depend
upon it he will ere long keep no trade, unless he re-
solves also to give no credit; he that gives no trust,
- and takes no trust, either by wholesale or retail, and
keeps his cash all himself, may indeed go on with-
out keeping any book at all, and has nothing to do,
when he would know his estate, but to cast up his
shop and his cash, and see how much they amount
to, and that is his whole and neat estate ; for, as he
owes nothing, so nobody is in debt to him, and all
his estate is in his shop ; but I suppose the trades-
man who trades wholly thus, is not yet born.

A tradesman's books, like a Christian's conscience,
should always be kept clean and neat; and he that
is not careful of both, will give but a sad account
'of himself either to God or man.

I heard of a tradesman indeed that could not
write, and yet he supplied the defect with so many
ingenious knacks of his own, to secure the account
of what people owed him, and was so exact in doing
it, and then took such care to have but very short
accounts with anybody, that he brought this method
to be every way an equivalent to writing; and, as